
GM Canada: Improving Efficiencies and Reducing Consumption 

In addition to achieving landfill-free status, General Motors Canada is committed to improving 

energy efficiencies and reducing consumption across the organization. The combined effort of 

these energy saving projects has eliminated more than 26,000 tonnes of CO2 emission 

annually: 

• Since 2010, GM Canada has completed lighting retrofits at Woodstock Parts Distribution 

Centre and installed approximately 5,000 LED lights at Oshawa Assembly, CAMI 

Assembly and St. Catharines Propulsion, saving approximately 30,000MWh of electricity 

consumption annually. 

• Between 2012 and 2014, the installation of high efficiency Variable Frequency Drive 

motors and improvements in ventilation systems at Oshawa and CAMI Assembly 

reduced electricity consumption by more than 11,000MWh annually.  

• In 2013, Oshawa Assembly switched fuel at its powerhouse from coal to clean natural 

gas. St. Catharines Propulsion completed GM Canada’s first renewable energy project 

which used gravity-fed canal water for the plant’s cooling process. Both projects have 

saved approximately 9,000MWh of electricity consumption.  

Committed to the Community 

GM Canada is committed to serving local communities through environmental efforts, and 

received Canada’s 2017 Clean50 Top 15 Project Award (GM Canada’s second time receiving 

this award) for its leadership in local community stewardship demonstrating innovation and 

collaboration with other organizations to inspire fellow Canadians to take similar actions. 

Projects include:  

GREEN  

The Global Rivers Environmental Education Network (GREEN) program offers students and 

communities hands-on experience in watershed education and environmental civic action. GM 

engages over 700 youth across 11 communities, including Oshawa Assembly, in Canada with 

this program. 

Feathered Friends Festival 

In partnership with the Friends of Second Marsh, GM Canada has supported the Feathered 

Friends Festival in Oshawa since its inception in 2014. In that time, the event -- which 

celebrates the return of migratory birds with live bird shows, hikes, planting pollinator gardens, 

and building pollinator habitats -- has grown to an attendance of more than 400 local residents. 

Wildlife Habitat Certifications 

GM is supporting the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goal to halt biodiversity loss by 

developing wildlife habitats at its sites around the world. From helping protect honeybees with 

pollinator gardens to designating no-mow zones, GM is demonstrating the role business can 

play in advancing sustainable ecosystems. The company now has 71 sites globally, including 

nine sites in Canada that have achieved Conservation Certification.  

For more information on GM’s environmental commitment, visit its sustainability 

report and environmental blog. 

https://clean50.com/project/general-motors-of-canada-local-community-stewardship/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
http://www.gmsustainability.com/
http://www.gmsustainability.com/
http://www.generalmotors.green/product/public/us/en/GMGreen/home.html

